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| In the 16 fsrch 1947 election, Gabriel Turbsy (Libsrsl) ran againsi
Yarianc Ospina Péres (Conservative). - large segment of the Liberal
~srty bolted and selectad Jorgs llecer Laitdn as their candliate., is a
result of this split, .uspine sfres was elscted, polling 600,005 votes
(Turbey 360,300, and Galtan 400,055). The Liberals gaimed control of both
nouses of Congress., [n the election Gaitén received Communiat supvort,
whick he ignorad after the election,

4@ a result, President Uspins i'tres set up & “Union Government®, in
which he distributed all appointments fsirly equally among Conservatives
and Libsrals. This government, however, was never entirely satisfactory
to the Liberels, Jaitén worked io msgain control of the Liberal rarty,
and on 24 Octobar 1947 was selected as its candidate for the 1353 presi-
santial election, The regular ..iberals sccepted the decision anc aitén
became head of the pariy. Information indicates the Communists intended
to suppor: Gaitén, though expecting he would publiely be indifferent to
thex,

In the moantime *Union Government® was besing increasingly subjected
to attack, Uisaffection in the Liberal ranks imcreased as time went on,
baceuse of the dissatlisfaction of the Geitén sagment with the policy of
collaboration, armed clashes ocourred in various parts of the country
between Conservatives and ..iberals, The Gaitén Liberals sccused the
Presidsnt of failing to meintein order snd protect . iberals throughout
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Steps teken by the Conservative President to mest the Libsral protests

continued to be unsocseptable, and, at & party convention on 29 February
1948, the iiberals resolved to withdraw from the "Unien Governmsut® and
passed the word o all their officeholders to resign., They made onhsexcep-
tion, namely those Libaral wembers of the Colombian delegation to the
Bogole Conferemce, Luring the next several weeks Libersl officeholders
complied wit: the party's instructions, thereby making it neaessary for
the Fresident to mcke new appointments. On 22 Kareh 1948 an all-Conserva-
tive cabinst was appointed. This government was in office when the Bogotsa
Conferance met on 30 Earch 1948,
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